
 

Kansas Adult Education Association  
 

2008 Conference Schedule 
 
February 20-22 • Highland Hotel and Convention Center • Great Bend 

Note: The conference schedule is tentative. Session  content and times are subject to change. 

Special Events  

·  KAEA Silent Auction  – The Silent Auction is set up in Convention East/West  rooms. Bidding will take place during 
conference hours. Bidding will end 30 minutes prior to the banquet on Thursday evening. Items will be ready for 
payment and pick up following the banquet. 

·  Past President’s Raffle  – Please be sure to purchase tickets from any of the past presidents for their annual raffle.  
The raffle drawing will be held during the Friday morning breakfast/KAEA Annual Membership meeting. 

·  Door Prizes  – Drawings will be held for door prizes during meals. Please be sure to write your name on the back of 
your meal ticket and turn it in at the door prior to each meal. You must be present to win. If you bring door prizes, 
please turn them in at the registration desk. 

·  KAEA Idol  – Don’t miss the dinner banquet and KAEA talent show ala American Idol on Thursday evening. In addition 
to an excellent meal, you’ll see and hear your colleagues perform as you cheer them on. Prepare to be pleasantly 
surprised! 

 

February 20  Wednesday  Room 

10:30 AM – 
5:00 PM 

 Conference Registration Table open  
(Conference packets and information available) 

 Lobby 

11:30 AM –  
1:00 PM 

 LUNCH 
 

 Convention 
West 

1:30 - 4:30 PM  WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS   

1:30 - 4:30 PM  How to create and nurture teams  
Your Adult Learning Center functions relatively well. Staff gets along and 
you get good results. However you could do better especially in the area 
of realizing that you are all working together towards the same goal. And 
how about in the classroom? What do you do to make new students 
welcome into a class that already exists? Quickly, efficiently and in a fun 
manner that does not take away from the class? Dr. Bailey has some 
ideas to help you. He has developed a model that addresses these and 
other issues. This is an engaging session that you will likely not regret 
attending. If you heard Dr. Bailey before, he promises that you will learn 
something new from this session too. This is not the team development 
presentation that you have heard 25 times already! 

Presenter: Dr. Gerald Bailey, Professor, Kansas State University 

 Convention 
East 

3:00 PM  SNACK BREAK  Convention 
West 

5:00 – 8:00 PM  KAEA Board Meeting and Dinner  Gold Room 

  Winery tour and tasting AND guided underground tunnel tour – Ellinwood 
Possible optional events for non-KAEA Board members.  

  
 
 
 
 



February 21  Thursday  Room 

7:45 – 8:30 AM  DELUXE Continental Breakfast  Convention 
West 

8:00 AM – 4:30 
PM 

 Conference Registration Table open 
(Conference packets and information available) 

 Lobby 

8:45 – 10:15 
AM 

 CONCURRENT SESSIONS - ONE (Choose 1 to attend)   

  Grant Writing – Our bread and butter 
Whether you are writing a continuing grant or responding to a new 
funding mechanism, you cannot afford to be complacent. You have to put 
your best foot forward. Many of us have attended workshops about how 
to write grants. It is different and more challenging when you go home to 
actually do it. Come hear from a successful grant-writer who also knows 
the field of Adult Education. 

Presenter: Nancy Sumner, New York 

 Convention 
East 

  KAEA First Timers: Everything you wished you knew a nd more!  
KAEA, MVAEA, KBOR, Credentialing, Standards Council, Quality Point – 
all these terms and no ABE/ESL dictionary! It’s the third year this session 
has been offered and always with a good turn out! We will focus on what 
Kansas Adult Education is all about so that you, the attendees, will leave 
feeling a little more informed about the field in which you work! Come and 
learn about all the different aspects of the field. Ask any burning 
questions you may have! It’s all about information sharing in a 
comfortable and fun atmosphere! 

Presenters:  Kelly Mobray, Director, Salina Adult Education Center 
and Kathy Petz, Director, Hutchinson Community College, Adult 
Education Program. Both also KAEA Past Presidents. 

 South 
Heritage 

  Marketing your GED Testing Program  
Programs are invited to attend this round table discussion about effective 
ways to market their GED Testing Program. All attendees should bring 
their ideas, large or small, and any effective things they have learned 
about marketing this service. 

Presenter: Sheri Morgan, Instructor, Butler Community College Adult 
Education. 

 North Heritage 

  Technology as a Lifeline  
Computers can provide a unique blending of graphics, text and spoken 
words giving students multi-sensory input which is critical to building and 
strengthening new learning. Attendees at this session will be come aware 
of the importance of remediating skills gaps. We will show how 
assessment and instruction are enhanced by technology’s benefits.  
Using PowerPoint, handouts and demonstration, participants will see and 
hear how they can be more strategic instructors. 

Presenter: Annie Balance, SkillsTutor 

 Conference C 

  Teaching Writing Skills for ABE and ESL Students  
Details to come. 

Presenter: David Johnson and Nancy Nagy, Manhattan Adult 
Learning Center 

  

10:15 – 10:30 
AM 

 SNACK BREAK  Convention 
West 

10:30 – NOON  CONCURRENT SESSIONS - TWO (Choose 1 to attend)   



  GED® Update for ABE   
This session will update adult educators on the newest happenings in 
GED testing. There will also be an overview of current GED testing 
regulations that adult educators need to know to be sure GED candidates 
are prepared to pass the GED tests. 

Presenter: Crystal Puderbaugh, Associate Director of Adult 
Education, Kansas Board of Regents  

 Convention 
East 

  Bothered by Bullies? Let’s Take a Look  
Bullying takes on many faces. It’s happening in places where we can only 
imagine. This session will take a look at the changing faces of The Bully 
and how adult educators can help. We will look at the types of bullying 
taking place in our classrooms today, as well as some prevention 
techniques that can be put in place. If the learners are getting younger in 
your classroom, this is a session you won’t want to miss. It will be 
interactive too. 

Presenter: Karen Ulanski, Director, Paola Adult Education Center 

 North Heritage 

  KAEA President’s Development Fund: Reach Out to Out reach  
The KAEA President’s Development Fund awarded Butler Community 
College $500 to provide instructional materials to underserved rural areas 
in Kansas. As we share the grant that we successfully submitted, we will 
also present tactics that have worked for us in grant preparation. We will 
impart how we applied a project-based instructional method to 
accommodate the multi-level needs of a class that resulted in 83.33% 
educational gain. In addition, we will discuss a class that was not as 
successful, our analysis of why and what we are planning of future 
classes in the rural outreach areas. 

Presenters: Sue Choens, Director and Pam Cannon, Instructor, 
Butler Community College Adult Education 

 South 
Heritage 

  Developing an easy transition class from ESL to GED  
This presentation will focus on the development of a class for Project 
Finish ESL Learners. The class was developed to provide additional 
instruction in reading and writing in order to insure that ESL students 
would be ready for more rigorous instruction in the ABE/GED classroom.  
The duration of the class is one semester. The class emphasizes 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, critical thinking, and writing skills.  
We will share placement guidelines, curriculum choices, text selection, 
and outcomes. 

Presenters: Linda McVey and Vivian Perdergrass, Project Finish, 
Johnson County Community College 

 Conference C 

12:00 – 1:15 
PM 

 LUNCH with presentation:  
History of the Great Bend/Larned area – Kathy Corpus 

 Convention 
West 

1:30 – 3:00PM  CONCURRENT SESSIONS - THREE (Choose 1 to attend)   

  What is strategic planning for ABE Centers?  
This session is especially for all instructors and staff who are not 
attending the Leadership Academy and yet are hearing about and 
participating in strategic planning at their Adult Education Centers. 

Presenter: Dr. Jeff Zacharakis, Professor, Kansas State University 

 Convention 
East 

  How do cultures differ?  
This is part one of a workshop on cross-cultural awareness and coping 
for adult educators. In this part, we will have an introduction to culture, 
where it comes from and how it affects communication. We will talk about 
how cultures differ on basic values. Finally we will do some self-reflection 
and sharing regarding our own basic cultural values. 

Presenter: Denise Botten, Instructor, Adult Learning Center, Dodge 

 North Heritage 



City Community College 

  Fresh perspective on goal setting  
What are realistic goals? In this session we will share what has helped us 
in helping our students get a clear perspective on their goal-setting. More 
details to come… 

Presenters: Vivian Copsey, Jo Cuppy, and Karen Culver, Instructors, 
Allen County Community College Adult Education 

 South 
Heritage 

  Mathematical Metaphors  
Other people say that they are not good in mathematics but they are 
great at English. In this session, the presenter will show participants how 
they can use writing to teach mathematics so that students who excel in 
writing can begin to understand mathematics. We learn to write by 
writing. Writing promotes retention of a concept by helping a student first 
put the concept into his or her own words; and second, through the 
process of writing, a student gradually makes a concept his or her own.  
It then becomes part of the basis of his or her own knowledge. We learn 
to do math by doing math. 

Presenter: Brooke Denney, Cowley College Adult Education Program 

 Conference C 

  Financial Aid 101  
Want to learn how to increase the number of your students who enter 
post-secondary education?  One of your students’ main concerns in 
attending college of other technical training is finding the money to make 
it happen.  This session will prepare you with the information to assist 
your students in obtaining that goal by making it financially possible.  
Session participants will learn about federal, state and institutional 
resources and how to assist their leaders in applying and following up 
with their student aid outcomes. 

Presenter: Michelle Carson, Associate Director of Adult Education, 
Kansas Board of Regents 

  

3:00 – 3:15 PM  SNACK BREAK  Convention 
West 

3:15 – 4:45PM  CONCURRENT SESSIONS - FOUR (Choose 1 to attend)   

  Spicing up Orientation Sessions to increase retenti on  
The Adult Education Program in Colby has taken the guidelines of PAM 
and added to them. In this session the staff from Colby will share the new 
process and activities done in orientation. These processes and activities 
have led to increased interest and retention for the Program. The 
processes deal with change – how to identify the need for it, what keeps 
you from doing it, what are the consequences, etc. 

Presenter: Nance Munderloh, Director, Colby Community College 
Adult Education 

 Convention 
East 

  Coping with cultural differences  
This is part two of a workshop on cross-cultural awareness and coping 
for adult educators. In this part, we will talk about coping strategies 
including awareness, knowledge and adapting behavior. We will look at 
specific cultural conflict, that is, how are our students and colleagues 
different than us? Finally we will discuss how to put what we have 
discussed and learned into practice through cross-cultural dialogues. 

Presenter: Denise Botten, Instructor, Adult Learning Center, Dodge 
City Community College 

 South 
Heritage 

  I Share, You Share, We All Share!  
Need new ideas for the classroom? This is the session for you. Let’s 
share winning ideas, tips, strategies, resources and lesson plans for all 

 Conference C 



five GED subject areas. We teach learners at many levels, many learning 
styles, learning differences and learning goals. It takes an instructor with 
a full toolbox of teaching strategies and materials to engage and retain 
learners. Participants will take home a packet of resources to use in their 
classrooms or share with their peers. Bring some to share too. 

Presenter: Beverly Davis, Instructor, Butler Community College Adult 
Education 

  The High School Diploma is no longer enough  
Do we, as Adult Educators know it? And if perchance we do, how are we 
communicating it to our students? How are we doing? How are they 
doing? How can we do this better? GCCC will share what has worked. 

Presenter: Hector Martinez, Director, Garden City Community College 
Adult Learning Center 

 North Heritage 

5:00 – 5:30 PM  Standards Council Meeting  – Julie Dorrell  Gold 

5:00 PM  Social Hour and Cash Bar  Convention 
West 

6:00 – 6:30 PM  KAEA Idol   Convention 
West 

6:30 – 7:30 PM  Banquet-Buffet  Convention 
West 

7:30 – 8:30 PM  KAEA Idol   Convention 
West 

After KAEA Idol  Networking Facilitators Meeting 
 

 Gold 

February 22  Friday  Room 

7:30-8:30 AM  Conference Registration Table open 
(Conference packets and information available) 

 Lobby 

8:30-10:00 AM  Deluxe Breakfast Buffet and  
KAEA Annual Membership Meeting and Awards Ceremony 

 Convention 
West 

10:15-11:45 AM  Peer Networking Groups  
Feedback indicates that this was a productive time in 2007 and so we will 
again provide an opportunity for adult educators to share practical ideas 
with other professionals in similar positions from across the state.  
Groups will be divided into the following categories: 
 
1. Directors and Coordinators (Convention East) 
2. ABE/GED Instructors (South Heritage) 
3. ESL Instructors (North Heritage) 
4. Support Staff – Admin Assts, Secretaries, Data Managers    
    (Conference C) 
5. WES and Technology Instructors (Gold) 
6. Orientation and Testing 

  
Listed after 
group 
descriptions at 
left 

  
 
 
 


